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How to choose an NCCAOM® 
certified acupuncturist? 

The first step is to visit the NCCAOM® website  

(www.nccaom.org) and select Find a Practitioner.   

To find a certified practitioner in your area, enter  

either your city and state, or your zip code. The list 

that appears will include all NCCAOM certified  

practitioners along with their certification and their 

contact information. Only Diplomates who are  

actively maintaining their certification and choose 

to participate will appear on the list. Designations 

include the following certifications.

Dipl. Ac. (NCCAOM)®

Dipl. O.M. (NCCAOM)®

Dipl. C.H. (NCCAM)® 

Dipl. ABT (NCCAOM)®

Note:  Individuals certified in Oriental Medicine  
have met requirements for board certification in  
both Acupuncture and Chinese Herbology. 

Once you have selected an NCCAOM®  

practitioner, the next step is to visit your state’s  

licensure verification website to determine that  

the practitioner has a state license which is both  

current and clear without discipline. For further  

information on licensure requirements in each 

state, go to the NCCAOM website.

Providing  

National Standards for  

Certified Acupuncture  

Practitioners
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The National Standard 
for Certification of 

Acupuncture Practitioners.
Identifying a competent acupuncture practitioner 
need not be trial and error. Thanks to the  
National Certification Commission for Acupuncture 
and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM ®)consumers can 
locate board certified acupuncturists by visiting the 
NCCAOM website at www.nccaom.org. NCCAOM 
publishes contact information for practitioners who 
are nationally certified in Acupuncture, Oriental 
Medicine, and Chinese Herbology. Since the  
founding of NCCAOM, over 30 years ago, the 
NCCAOM has issued over 33,000 certificates to its 
Diplomates (nationally board-certified practitioners).

Certification by the NCCAOM indicates to  
patients, employers, and peers that  
Diplomates have met national standards for 
education and examination to determine safe 
and competent practice. The NCCAOM is 
accredited by the National Commission for 
Certifying Agencies (NCCA) of the Institute for 
Credentialing Excellence (ICE).

Why  Choose  a  Diplomate  of   
Acupuncture (NCCAOM®)? 

To be certified as an acupuncturist, a practi-
tioner must:

• Meet NCCAOM’s Education Eligibility  
Standards 

• Pass a series of rigorous certification  
examinations, to include Foundations of  
Oriental Medicine, Acupuncture with Point  
Location, and Biomedicine

• Abide by the NCCAOM® Code of Ethics

• Document maintenance of competency every 
four years

The NCCAOM® certification programs are  
recognized for licensure in 98% of the states that 

regulate the practice of acupuncture. For further 

information on licensure requirements, go to the 

NCCAOM website, under Regulatory Affairs and 

use the State Requirements table to find the 

phone number and  website for each state  

licensing board.

 Standards for the practice of acupuncture vary 
from state to state. In some states chiropractors, 
medical doctors, dentists,  podiatrists and even 
physical therapists may be allowed to provide  
acupuncture treatments in their practice. At this 
time  their requirements do not meet NCCAOM 
education and assessment standards for  
NCCAOM certification.

What is the difference  
  between an NCCAOM®  

  Diplomate of Acupuncture and Other 
Healthcare Providers who can legally  

  practice Acupuncture?

COMMITMENT
TO THE PATIENT

I will
Respect the rights and dignity of each

person I treat.

Accept and treat those seeking my 
services in a nondiscriminatory manner.

Keep the patient informed by explaining
treatments and outcomes. 

Protect the confidentiality of information
acquired in the course of patient care.

Maintain professional boundaries in 
relationships with patients and avoid 
any relationships that may exploit 
practitioner/patient trust. 

Keep accurate records of each patient’s
history and treatment. 

Treat only within my lawful scope of
practice.

Render the highest quality of care and
make timely referrals to other health care
professionals as may be appropriate.

Avoid treating patients if I am unable 
to safely and effectively treat due to 
substance abuse, physical or psychological
impairment. 

Bill patients and third party payers 
accurately and fairly.

Not engage in sexual contact with a 
current patient if the contact commences
after the practitioner/patient relationship 
is established.  

Not engage in sexual contact with 
a former patient unless a period of six 
(6) months has elapsed since the date that
the professional relationship ended.  
A sexual relationship must not exploit the
trust established during the professional
relationship.

COMMITMENT
TO THE PROFESSION

I will
Continue to work to promote the highest

standards of the profession.

Provide accurate, truthful, and non-
misleading information in connection with
any application for licensure, certification,
NCCAOM disciplinary investigation or 
proceeding or recertification.  

Report any changes to the information 
on my application regarding professional
ethics and my on-going fitness to practice,
including but not limited to reporting to the
NCCAOM any disciplinary action taken by 
a school or regulating agency against me, 
and any criminal charges or civil actions that
may be relevant to my health care practice or
fitness to practice.  

Comply with NCCAOM Examination
Policies.

Report to NCCAOM or appropriate 
licensing authorities information about any
violations by me or by my peers of the 
Code of Ethics or Grounds for Professional
Discipline. 

COMMITMENT
TO THE PUBLIC

I will
Provide accurate information regarding

my education, training and experience, pro-
fessional affiliations, and certification status.

Refrain from any representation that
NCCAOM certification implies licensure 
or a right to practice unless so designated 
by the laws in the jurisdiction in which 
I practice.

Use only the appropriate professional 
designations for my credentials.

Advertise only accurate, truthful, non-
misleading information and refrain 
from making public statements on the 
efficacy of Oriental medicine that are 
not supported by the generally accepted
experience of the profession.

Respect the integrity of other forms 
of health care and other medical traditions
and seek to develop collaborative relation-
ships to achieve the highest quality of care
for individual patients.

Comply with all public health and public
safety reporting duties imposed on licensed
health care professionals.

Code of Ethics
All practitioners certified by the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine must be committed to 

responsible and ethical practice, to the growth of the profession’s role in the broad spectrum of American health care, and to their own 
professional growth.  All Diplomates, Applicants and Candidates for certification agree to be bound by the NCCAOM Code of Ethics.

Effective October 14 2008

Diplomate of Acupuncture (NCCAOM)®

Dipl. Ac. (NCCAOM)®


